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public health officers. Our only regret is that the
Bill does not, as originally intended, include all
whole-time officers, and we hope that what Sir Philip
Magnus calls the other fifth of the loaf will be forth-
coming during an early session of Parliament.

THE BRONCHO-PNEUMONIA OF OLD
PERSONS.

THE frequency of pneumonia and broncho-pneu-
monia as a final cause of death in the aged is well
known. Charcot has related how insidious the onset
of pneumonia often was amongst the aged inmates
of the Salpetriere Hospital at Paris. Drs. G. Roussy
and R, Lerou have recently published an anatomical-
pathological investigation on the subject of broncho-
pneumonia of the aged, founded on the material
furnished by their department for old persons at
the Hospice Paul Brousse at Villejuif. Amongst 300
post-mortem examinations (1919-21) they found
lobar pneumonia in 4 cases and broncho-pneumonia
in 162 cases. According to their elaborate macro-
scopic and microscopic examination of the lungs,
there are frequently basal lesions of the nature of
chronic arteritis and pulmonary sclerosis playing I
an important part in the production of the broncho-
pneumonic condition. The lesions in question lead
to the occurrence of a complete or partial vascular
thrombosis, with ischaemia and even necrosis, more
or less complete, of the corresponding portion of the
pulmonary parenchyma. A secondary microbic
infection then takes place, and it is easy to under-
stand that the secondary infection of an infarct in
the lungs is more likely to occur than of one in the
kidneys or brain. The authors claim that their
aspect of the matter enables us to understand the

frequency of fatal broncho-pneumonia among bed-
ridden persons, suffering from cerebral arterio-sclerosis.
According to them, the idea of hypostatic congestion
of the lungs fails to explain why such patients can
keep to their beds for years without suffering from
pulmonary complications, suddenly to be carried off
by fatal broncho-pneumonia.

THE DRY METROPOLIS.

THE Metropolitan Water Board has intimated to
the Ministry of Health that in consequence of the
prolonged- drought it is necessary at the present time
to conserve the water-supplies of the metropolis, and
a circular has been issued to sanitary authorities
suggesting the restricted use of water for such pur-
poses as flushing sewers or watering streets and
recreation grounds. Drought does not strike like
lightning and there has been ample warning that
London will be short of water this summer. Thames
water provides nearly 60 per cent. of the total supply,
the Lee coming second with 23 per cent., well-water
only yielding the small remainder of 17 per cent. ; and
during the month of March the average daily natural
flow over Teddington Weir was, in round figures,
890 million gallons, or 1230 million gallons below
the daily average of the last 40 years. In the same
month the rainfall of the whole Lee basin was under
1 inch, and the months before and since have been
equally dry. The river reservoirs with their immense
storage capacity of nearly 13 thousand million
gallons may seem inexhaustible, but with the normal
demand they would give out in 50 days ; and the band
of chalk under the London clay, although full of water
like a sponge, only yields what the pumps are capable
of raising. Not since 1899 has there been any such
drought. We are better off now than then, for the
precious fluid is no longer vended to us by a number
of competing companies with the interests of share-
holders to consider, and timely notice of the shortage
will have been given to the Ministry whose business
it is to decide in what directions economy may be
practised without danger to the public health. Thirty-
eight gallons per head, per day, the normal rate of con-
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sumption, leaves a wide margin for luxury and waste.
The public would like some guidance on where and
how to save water if and when the need arises. Drain-
age by water carriage is so automatic and fool-proof,
street-cleaning by the sanitary authority so regular,
that the average citizen develops little personal sense
of responsibility for keeping his city clean and sweet.
We confess to some misgiving, however, about the
economies suggested for a start. The normal sewer
flush may be excessive ; the Ministry of Health doubt-
less knows that it is. But to limit street watering just
when the season of zymotic diarrhoea is beginning-
that is open to question. In 1899 no one could
define the effect of drought on the public health ;
was it the heat, the dirt, or the dryness of the subsoil
that was the potent factor ? Wre are not much wiser
now ; the spectre of epidemic diarrhoea may again
overshadow London should July be hot as well as dry.
There may be the same spike on the infant mortality
chart for 1921 as there was in the hot summer of
1911. Until we have proved that watering the
narrow crowded streets does not help to keep away
summer diarrhoea we are hardly justified in
economising there, rather than on baths and leaky
taps. The thoroughfares with a minimum of horse
traffic and a top dressing of petrol and lubricating
oil may probably be left safely to take care of
themselves. 

_____

PUBLIC HEALTH AT THE LABOUR

CONFERENCE.

THE British Labour Party with its three million
members, who for the most part are trade-unionists
and voters, holds its annual conference on June 21st
at Brighton. Though the conference sits for only
four days, the agenda paper gives the text of no less
than 248 resolutions and amendments, many of them
dealing with world politics, diplomatic questions and
recondite economic problems, which even the keenest
intellects of the day might find it hard to grasp.
Only towards the end of the agenda do we reach the
question of education, when the Northampton
Labour Party is to demand better treatment of
school children’s teeth, and complains of the almost
total lack of any provision for such serious physical
defects as spinal curvature, pigeon chest, and of the
insufficiency of nursery schools and open-air schools
for delicate children. Twelve proposals on the
drink problem all, in one form or another, condemn
existing public houses. The Carlisle experiment
seems to meet with most approval, the sale of drink
only being tolerated where food is provided as well
as facilities for social intercourse. Several reso-

lutions demand local option and State control of the
trade in alcohol. On the housing difficulty, the
executive committee has a resolution denouncing
the Government for obstructing, during the last
two and a half years, the erection of the half million
new houses it had promised. The Government is
admonished itself to supply the needed material
and thus break up profiteering combinations. The
Stepney Trades Council proposes the rationing of
house accommodation and the stopping of superfluous
house building-namely, luxurious dwellings-while
others are forced to live in hovels unfit for human
habitation. In regard to old age and other pensions,
a number of resolutions are tabled to increase the
amounts given, several Trades Councils endorsing
a scheme for a State bonus to replace existing organisa-
tions for providing subsistence in cases of distress
by a national pool collected from the national
income at its source. The Poor-law, we imagine, itself
disappears in the pool. Demands for better organised
and more extensive help to mothers and to widows
who have the charge of families are perhaps more
Likely to find immediate acceptance. In fact, the
endowment of motherhood, on a more or less extended
3cale, has already entered the domain of practical
politics. With regard to the Workman’s Compen-
sation Acts, a resolution advocates compensation
for accidents on the same basis as that upon which


